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Big Rideau Lake Association (BRLA) 
Living Lightly on the Lake 

a plan for cow island, big rideau lake 
 

 
Our Goal: To establish Cow Island as a model environmentally managed property. 

Year 1 
Define  p lan and program. Comple t e  Remedial Act ion. 

A. Inventory Current Condition 
Conduct  a  base line  survey of Cow Is land. 

o Invent ory t he  build ings , t he  land use , t he  ecological d ive rs it y, 
wat e r qualit y, e t c . 

B. Develop Plan 
Deve lop a  p lan t hat  addre sse s  use  of t he  is land as  a  recreat ional 
fac ilit y for members  and day-campers . Inc lude  p lans  for: 

o Sept ic  sys t ems  – renovat e  current  sept ic  t anks / beds  
o Elect ric  power – int roduce  solar colle c t ors  on roofs  and bat t e ry 

s t orage  
o Docks  and swim areas  – float ing  docks , hope fully wit hout  arsenic  

pre ssure  t re at ed  wood. 
o Wat e rfront  flora  – prot ec t  t o  7 5 ’ in 
o Nat ive  specie s  prot ec t ion – removal of invas ive  specie s  
o Sit ing  of any addit ional re creat ional fac ilit ie s  – p icnic  t able s , 

p laying  fie lds , e t c  – review ove rall re creat ional deve lopment  
o Wast e  management  fac ilit ie s  and se rvice s  – inc ine rat or for 

burnable s ; compos t  for b iodegradable s , re cyclable  bot t le / t in 
cont aine rs  and colle c t ion p lan 

o Fire  p lan – re t rieve  pumps , make  ope rable , do  drills  e t c . 

C. Define Program 
Frame  a  se t  of on-going  programs  t o  be  conduct ed  at  Cow Is land t hat  
promot e  environment ally sound use  and communicat e  environment al 
princ ip le s  

o Children’s  programs  on environment , s a iling , wild life  
o Wat e rfront  p lanning  and maint enance  t ra ining  for adult s  
o Survey of fish and wat e rfowl populat ions  
o Part ic ipat e  in nat ional c lean-ups  

 

D. Begin Upgrades 
Implement  t hose  part s  of t he  p lan crit ical t o  ope rat ions  
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o Commence  sept ic  upgrades  
o Firs t  s t age  of so lar power 
o Docking 
o Implement  was t e  management  and fire  p lan 

E.  Communications 
o Document  how a commit ment  t o  t rans forming  an is land int o  an 

environment ally managed prope rt y could  t rans form it . 
 

Subsequent Years 
Implement  Plan and Run Full Programs 

A. Complete Improvements 
Implement  p lan 

o Comple t e  Elec t ric  power 
o Docks  and swim areas  
o Wat e rfront  flora  and Nat ive  specie s  prot ec t ion 
o Recreat ional Facilit ie s  

B. Run Environmental Showcase Programs 
Int egrat e  programs  t hat  support ing  t he  environment al showcase  int o  
children’s  and adult  programming offe red  by t he  BRLA. 

o Environment  days  a t  Day Camp 
o Training  aft e rnoons  for Adult s  

C. Communications 
Public ize , document  progre ss , and ra ise  funds  for addit ional work. 

o Qualit y s ignage  on t he  is land 
o Art ic le s  in Drift Words  and local (nat ional? )  pre ss  
o Capit a l Campaign t o  e s t ablish Rese rve  Fund 

 
 

Funding Framework 
 
BRLA proposes  t o  use  funds  from t he  sale  of t he  3 0  Colborne  St ree t  
prope rt y t o  support  t he  deve lopment  and de live ry of environment al 
programs  on Cow Is land.  
 


